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Grassroot Soccer Co-Founder, Ethan Zohn Announces ING New York City Marathon Team

-- TV Personalities and Soccer Stars Come Together to Fight AIDS.-- 


NEW YORK CITY (September 15, 2011)  – Today in New York City, Ethan Zohn announced Grassroot Soccer’s 2011 ING New York City Marathon Team.  Made up of 65 runners from New York and around the world, the team includes several TV personalities and sports stars.  The Grassroot Soccer Team will participate in the 42nd ING NYC Marathon on November 6th with the goal of raising over $200,000 to educate 8,000 African youth in HIV and AIDS prevention and life skills.  They’ve spent the last few months preparing for the race, training for long distances and raising funds for Grassroot Soccer’s work in Africa.

A former professional soccer player and humanitarian, Zohn is perhaps best known as the winner of CBS Survivor: Africa and co-host of ABC’s Everyday Health.  He also appears on the upcoming Season 19 of CBS’ Amazing Race.  In 2002 he helped co-found Grassroot Soccer, an international non-profit that uses the power of soccer to prevent the spread of AIDS among youth in Africa.

“The 26 miles we’ll run on this course is equivalent to the $26 is takes to give one young person in Africa a life-saving opportunity to take control of their own future,” said Zohn.  “AIDS is still devastating Sub Saharan Africa, but that’s something we have the power to change.  Every member of the team is committed to making an impact.”

This is Grassroot Soccer’s 3rd year as an official charity partner of NYRR.  To date, the Grassroot Soccer Marathon teams have raised over $300,000, moving Grassroot Soccer closer to the goal of educating 1 million boys and girls in HIV and AIDS prevention education and life skills by the World Cup 2014 in Brazil.

The star-studded Grassroot Soccer Marathon Team includes several of the cast of this season’s CBS’ reality show Amazing Race including Dr. Justin Young, couple Jeremy Cline and Sandy Draghi, and twins Elizabeth Canavan and Marie Canavan.  Greg Lalas, former New England Revolution player and now the Game Announcer and Editor-in-Chief of MLS Online, is also a member.  Actor, Adam Mastrelli also joins the team this year.  He’s appeared in General Hospital, As the World Turns, and perhaps most notably in the UPS commercial as the soccer ball-dribbling delivery guy.  

The team boasts several professional soccer players including, Greg Lalas formerly of the New England Revolution, WPS player Lauren Sesselmann of the Atlanta Beat, and South African soccer star, Lydia Monyepoa, formerly of the Women’s South Africa National Team, Banyana Banyana.

“I dedicate each kilometer I run on November 6th and the funds raised to those affected and infected by the HIV virus,” Monyepao said.  “HIV and AIDS in South Africa is a prominent health concern…my country has more people with HIV than any other.  The number of those infected is larger than in any other single country in the world.  Grassroot Soccer has done a tremendous job here in helping to eliminate the disease, especially amongst the younger generation, our future leaders.  Together we’re giving HIV/AIDS the red card!”

“By the next World Cup in 2014, Grassroot Soccer will have educated 1 million young people about AIDS and inspired them to live healthier, more productive lives, strengthening communities across Africa.  The 2011 Grassroot Soccer Marathon Team will have helped us get there,” added Zohn. 

About Grassroot Soccer:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Grassroot Soccer (GRS) is a non-profit organization in 2002 that uses the power of soccer to educate, inspire, and empower communities to stop the spread of HIV.  The vision of GRS is a world mobilized through soccer to create an AIDS-free generation. GRS has programs in 10 African countries with flagship sites in South Africa, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Founded by four professional soccer players, Grassroot Soccer is mobilizing the most vulnerable population of youth ages 12 – 19, to break the cycle of AIDS by engaging local coaches who equip young people with the knowledge, skills and support they need to avoid HIV.  For more information visit www.grassrootsoccer.org

The ING New York City Marathon
The premier event of New York Road Runners, the ING New York City Marathon is one of the world’s great road races, drawing some 140,000 applicants. The race attracts many world-class professional athletes, not only for the $800,000 in prize money, but also for the chance to excel in the media capital of the world before two million cheering spectators and a worldwide broadcast reach of 330 million. As any one of the more than 875,000 past participants will attest, crossing the finish line in Central Park is one of the great thrills of a lifetime. For more information, visit www.ingnycmarathon.org.
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